David Sizer Lecture Theatre
Ground Floor

12 noon – 1.00pm

Futures: A novel by John Barker


It's 1987, London. Rumours abound of cocaine use in its financial centre, the City. The Thatcher government is loosening financial controls in a 'Big Bang' which threatens to downgrade the status of Jack and Phil, two City analysts who already have a taste for cocaine. One of their personal suppliers is shopped, the other is careful single mum, Carol and she is involved as what begins as coke-fuelled fantasy – the creation of a cocaine futures market – starts to get real.

Orgainsed by: PM Press
1.00pm – 3.00pm
G.A.R.I. (International Revolutionary Action Action Groups)

Spain, in March 1974 five members of the Iberian Liberation Movement (MIL) are under threat of death by Franco's justice. To prevent their execution, four groups of activists in Paris and Toulouse join forces in a network called the G.A.R.I. (International Revolutionary Action Action Groups) to kidnap Balthazar Suarez, the Bank of Bilbao’s manager in Paris, in exchange for the release of their comrades. The prisoners are spared, the banker is released, G.A.R.I. dissolves and none of the real culprits are ever arrested. Forty years on the director of this film, Nicolas Réglat, who grew up in full knowledge of the secret of this adventure, tells the inside story of this incident in an offbeat and occasionally humorous way.

Introducing the film and answering questions about the events of the time is one of the participants, Jean-Marc Rouillan, a founder member of the anti-Francoist guerrilla group the MIL, the G.A.R.I. and, later, Action Directe. First captured in 1974 and released in 1977, Jean-Marc was re-arrested with partner Nathalie Ménigon in 1980 for his part in Action Directe but released in 1981 with other AD comrades as a result of an amnesty by President Mitterand. On release, Jean-Marc, Nathalie and a few other AD members continued the armed struggle until their dramatic arrest in February 1987. Sentenced to life imprisonment in 1989 and 1994, J-M was subjected to a special prison regime, spending seven-and-a-half years in total isolation before being released on special parole in 2007; that was withdrawn in 2009 for breach of his conditions. Parole was only regranted again in February 2011.

Organised by: London Anarchist Bookfair collective
3.00pm – 4.00pm

Syrian Kurdistan takes a different route to the Arab Spring

– a first hand experience
A comrade from the Kurdish Anarchist Federation (KAF) and Haringey Solidarity Group has just returned from Syrian Kurdistan. Speaking with numerious people while there, it seems there is a desire to run Western Kurdistan (the Syrian part) along broadly non hierarchical, and dare we say anarchist, lines. As the KAF member says, “The best example the ‘Arab Spring’ produced so far is the ‘movement of the democracy society’ in Syrian Kurdistan. This emerged from the bottom of society where everybody regardless of their nationalities, religions, beliefs and genders came together to build local groups, the ‘house of the people’, neighbourhood committees and the Communes”. This while a war is being raged against them by ISIS. Come and hear his thoughts and observations.

Organised by: London Anarchist Bookfair and KAF (http://anarchistan.tk)

4.00pm – 5.00pm

Burn

In August 2011 Britain was on fire - what was the spark that led to the crisis? When Mark Duggan was shot by the police the scene was set for a confrontation but it was not the first time. In this grass-roots documentary we hear why Tottenham burned, show how the flames spread and look at the deep-rooted reasons that have set fires blazing in the last three decades. Four people in this small community, all black and working class, have died at the hands of the police and this film retraces their story. Powerful witness testimonies are balanced against police reaction to the violence that exploded and the film offers a fresh political analysis of the cause of the uprising. Exploring ideas of collective memory ‘Burn’ is poetry for the people. 

Organised by: United Families & Friends Campaign (http://uffc-campaigncentral.org)

5.00pm – 6.00pm

Class Wargames: Ludic Subversion Against Spectacular Capitalism

A prelaunch peak at Richard Barbrook's new book (published by Minor Compositions) which reviews how Class Wargames investigated Guy Debord's use of nineteenth century military theorists to develop a clearer understanding of the role of warfare in revolutionary strategy. Class Wargames utilised additional wargames to explore the Haitian Revolution (1791–1804), the Austrian Civil War (1934) and H.G.Wells Little Wars (1913), which offered a cautionary illustration of the bloodbath which the First World War would inevitably turn into. Also a chance to the Class Wargames film Guy Debord's Game of War.
